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"The house was permanent polychrome and gingerbread Gothic; i t  was p a r t  
steamboat, p a r t  medieval s t ronghold,  and p a r t  cuckoo clock. . . I t  was t h e  
conspicuous symbol o f  h i s  success a s  a w r i t e r ,  l e c t u r e r ,  and dramat is t .  . . " 

E x c e l l e n t  Good Fair Deteriorated 0 R u i n s  u U n e x p o s e d  
CONDITION 

( J u s t i n  Kaplan i n  M r .  Clemens and Mark Twain) Clemens wanted a r a d i c a l  
depar ture  from t h e  t y p i c a l  box-l ike Har t ford  houses o f  t h e  period.  and 

-- 
(Check One) 

, A l t e r e d  Unal te red  

Edward Tuckerman Po t t e r ,  an a r c h i t e c t  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  ~ a r t f o r h  area ;  designed 
f o r  him t h i s  asymmetrical polychromatic b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e ,  with sweeping 
wood cornices  and gables  and flamboyant p a t t e r n s  o f  black and vermil ion 
b r i ck .  

(Check One) 

n Moved XZQ Original Site 

Po t te r t .des igned t h e  house, but  Mark Twain oversaw t h e  cons t ruc t ion  and 
added and changed many fea tu res .  He added a patch o f  t i n  t o  t h e  roof  so  
t h a t  he could hea r  t h e  r a i n  drumming, and a window over  t h e  dining-room 
f i r e p l a c e  so t h a t  he could watch t h e  flames meeting t h e  snowflakes. Around 
h i s  house he b u i l t  rambling, deck-l ike porches, and i n  t h e  f r o n t  hallway 
a compact, r iver -boat  s t y l e  s t a i r c a s e .  

D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f   PHYSICAL A P P E A R A N C E  

I I n  t h e  midst o f  t h e  cons t ruc t ion ,  38 year  o l d  Samuel Clemens wrote t o  
Mrs. Langdon, h i s  mother-in-law: 

I have been bullyragged a l l  day by t h e  bu i lde r ,  by 
h i s  foreman, by t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  by t h e  t a p e s t r y d e v i l  
who is  t o  upho l s t e r  t h e  f u r n i t u r e ,  by t h e  i d i o t  who 
i s  p u t t i n g  down t h e  carpe ts ,  by t h e  scoundrel who is  
s e t t i n g  up t h e  b i l l i a r d - t a b l e  (and has l e f t  t h e  b a l l s  
i n  New York), by t h e  wi ldca t  who is sodding t h e  ground 
and f i n i s h i n g  t h e  driveway ( a f t e r  t h e  sun went down), 
by a book agent,  whose body i s  i n  t h e  back yard and 
t h e  coroner n o t i f i e d .  J u s t  t h ink  o f  t h i s  t h ing  going 
on t h e  whole day long, and I am a man who loa thes  
d e t a i l s  with a l l  my hea r t . ' ?  (Albert  Bigelow Paine 
i n  Mark Twain, a Biography, Vol. I, p. 520). 

IA contemporary desc r ip t ion  o f  t h e  Mark Twain house, during i t s  cons t ruc t ion ,  
comes from an account i n  The Hartford Dai ly  Times o f  March 23,.  1874, which 
c a l l e d  it, "one o f  t h e  oddest looking bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  S t a t e  ever  designed 
f o r  a dwelling, i f  n o t  i n  t h e  whole country." They gave t h e  fol lowing 
r e p o r t  o f  it: "It  i s  loca ted  on a l o t  of ground some 612 f e e t  by about 400, 
j u s t  west o f  Forest  S t r e e t ,  being on t h e  south s i d e  o f  Farmington Avenue. 
I t  i s  o f  b r i c k  and t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  he ight ,  f r o n t i n g  e a s t e r l y .  The 
extreme length  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  105 f e e t  4 inches; i t s  extreme width 62 
f e e t  4 inches.  On t h e  west s i d e  t h e r e  i s  an octagonal tower 48 o r  50 f e e t  
i n  he ight ;  while  a t  t h e  extreme ends, no r th  and south,  o f  t h e  house, t h e r e  
a r e  towers o f  l e s s  he ight .  The designs f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  were furn ished  by 
Edward T.  P o t t e r  and Alfred H. Thorp, Archi tec ts ,  o f  New York. On t h e  

f l o o r  t h e r e  i s  t o  be a drawing-room o r  l i b r a r y ,  d in ing  room 
The drawing-room, on t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  south end o f  t h e  

u i ld ing ,  is  t o  open i n t o  a semic i r cu la r  conservatory. On t h e  second f l o o r  
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From 1874 when it was completed, u n t i l  f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r  forced  him 
t o  move h i s  family t o  Europe i n  1891, t h i s  was Mark Twain's home, and 
it  remained h i s  proper ty  u n t i l  1903. Because o f  t h e  well-known cha rac te r s  
Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, Clemens i s  most r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
with Hannibal and t h e  Midwest. I r o n i c a l l y ,  however, he d i d  no t  w r i t e  i n  
Missouri. I t  was during t h e  17 years  he l i ved  i n  t h i s  house he  
commissioned a t  351 Farmington Avenue, Hartford,  Connecticut,  t h a t  
numerous books, ske tches  i d  a r t i c l e s  w e r e w r i t t e n  inc luding-The  - 
Adventures ' of  'Tom Sawyer, The Adventures o f  'Huckleberry Finn, The Prince 
and t h e  Pauper, L i f e  o n  t h e  Miss iss ippi ,  A Tramp 'Abroad and - A 
Connecticut Yankee'in Kina 'Ar thu r r s  Court. 

Samuel Clemens f i r s t  came t o  Hartford i n  1868 t o  d iscuss  the  publ i sh ing  
o f  Innocents Abroad wi th  E l i sha  Bliss, pers ident  of  t h e  American 
Publishing Company. Clemens l i k e d  Har t ford  from t h e  time o f  t h a t  v i s i t  
and s h o r t l y  af terward wrote, "Of  a l l  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  towns i t  has been my 
fo r tune  t o  s e e  t h i s  i s  t h e  chief ,"  ( A l t a C a l i f o r n i a ,  September 6, 1868). 
I n  1870 he married O l i v i a  Langdon o f  Elmira, N . Y . ,  and i n  1871 he  l e f t  
h i s  job on t h e  Buffalo, N.Y. Express and moved t o  Hartford,  a t t r a c t e d  
by i t s  loca t ion ,  i ndus t ry  and l i s t  of l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  

Because h i s  pub l i she r ,  Bliss, and many l i t e r a r y  f r i e n d s  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  
t h e  Clemenses decided i n  1873 t o  make Har t ford  t h e i r  permanent residence.  
With t h e  proceeds from t h e  pub l i ca t ion  o f  Innocents  broad they  bought 
land and commissioned Edward Tuckerman P o t t e r  t o  design t h e i r  house. - 
The Clemens chose f o r  t h e i r  home t h e  Nook Farm area ,  a  small ,  c lose ly-  
k n i t ,  i n f l u e n t i a l  community where t h e  neighbors,  among them H a r r i e t  
Beecher Stowe and Charles Dudley Warner, and t h e i r  many gues ts  met f o r  
d inner  p a r t i e s  and t e a s ,  charades and weekly s t a g  b i l l i a r d  se s s ions .  
The e l d e r l y  Mrs. Stowe o f t e n  wandered i n t o  t h e  Clemensest home t o  p lay  
t h e i r  piano. She designed t h e i r  conservatory with i t s  dr ipping  founta in ,  
s i m i l a r  t o  ones she  designed f o r  o t h e r  Nook Farm houses. 

The house was completed i n  September 1874 and M r .  and Mrs. Clemens and 
daughters Susy, born i n  1872, and Clara,  born i n  1874, moved i n .  The 
t h i r d  daughter,  Jean was born i n  1880. The house r ep resen t s  Samuel L. 
Clemens, successfu l  au thor  and family man. This house saw h i s  r i s e  t o  
t h e  peak of  h i s  c r e a t i v e  powers and h i s  t r a g i c  f i n a n c i a l  f a i l u r e .  I n  
add i t ion  t o  t h e  Clemens family,  seven se rvan t s ,  numerous c a t s  and as  
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. . . . . . .  Clemens, Clara,  My Father ,  Mark 'Twain (New York 1931). 
Faude, Wilson H. , "Mark Twain's Connecticut Home" H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

April-June 1974, Vol. 26 #2, p p .  16-20. 
Kaplan, J u s t i n ,  M r .  Clemens and 'Mark Twain (New York 1970) . 
Mark Twain i n  Hartford,  booklet  published by t h e  Mark Twain Library and 

Memorial Associat ion (Hartford 1958) . 
Paine, Albert  Bigelow, Mark Twain, a Biography, 3 vo l s .  (New York 1912) 
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t h e r e  w i l l  be a  study, nursery,  sewing-room and boudoir,  house-keeper ' s room, 
se rvan t s '  bedroom and numerous bath-rooms. On t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  t h e r e  w i l l  be  
a  b i l l ia rd- room,  a r t i s t s '  f r i e n d s '  room, t o i l e t  and two se rvan t s '  rooms. The 
dining-room, a t  t h e  r e a r ,  on t h e  no r th  end o f  t h e  house, has one f e a t u r e  we 
do no t  r e c o l l e c t  t o  have seen i n  any o t h e r  bui ld ing ,  and t h a t  is  a window 
d i r e c t l y  above t h e  f i r e - p l a c e .  From it a p l easan t  view o f  t h e  avenue is  t o  
be  obtained.  There a r e  no l e s s  than  f i v e  ba lconies  about t h i s  bui ld ing ,  bes ide  
t h a t  of t h e  west tower. A verandah w i l l  run around t h e  south end and t h e  
e a s t  f r o n t  o f  t h e  ground,floor o f  t h e  bui ld ing ,  with an extens ive  covered 
p ro jec t ion  o f  p o r t e  cochere (drive-way f o r  ca r r i ages )  on t h e  e a s t .  The rooms 
w i l l  a l l  be f i n i s h e d  i n  b lack  walnut and oak, except t h e  nursery  and bathrooms, 
i n  which bu t t e rnu t  w i l l  be used. The main hall-way o f  t h e  bui ld ing ,  open from 
t h e  f i rs t  f l o o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d ,  i s  15 by 25 f e e t ;  ... 
"The novel ty  d isp layed  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  bui ld ing ,  t h e  oddi ty  of i t s  
i n t e r n a l  arrangement, and t h e  fame o f  i t s  owner, w i l l  a l l  conspi re  t o  make 
it a house o f  no te  f o r  a  long t ime t o  come." 

In  1881 t h e  Clemenses remodeled and enlarged  t h e  house, adding a  s e r v a n t s '  
wing on t h e  northwest s i d e .  A t  t h i s  t ime they  e n l i s t e d  'Louis Comfort Ti f fany  
and Associated Artists (Samuel Coleman, Lockwood deForest and Candace Wheeler) 
t o  redecora te  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Ti f fany  and h i s  pa r tne r s  
had developed a daring s t y l e  us ing  pa le  t i n t s  and borrowing f r e e l y  from 
American, Or i en ta l ,  Turkish and Indian s t y l e s .  Many o f  t h e  Associated Artists ' 
designs were adapted from n a t i v e  American f lowers and p l a n t s  and they  introduced 
American g l a s s ,  woods, t e x t i l e s  and metals  i n  t h e i r  work. O f  a l l  t h e  important 
commissions t h i s  f i rm received,  inc luding  t h e  p a r t i a l  redecora t ion  o f  t h e  
White House i n  1882, i t s  only  su rv iv ing  house open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  Mark Twain's 
Hartford home. 

From 1903 t o  1922 a family owned t h e  house, l ea s ing  it t o  a  boys' school from 
1917 t o  1922. Af t e r  t h a t  it became a warehouse and f i n a l l y  was divided i n t o  
apartments.  S l a t e d  f o r  demolition, t h e  bu i ld ing  was saved i n  1929 by t h e  
Friends of  Hartford,  who r a i s e d  t h e  $150,000 t o  purchase it. The apartments 
were l e f t ,  t h e  Har t ford  Publ ic  Library maintained a  branch on t h e  ground f l o o r  
and t h e  gues t  s u i t e  became a museum-memorial room. Not u n t i l  1955 d id  t h e  
Mark Twain Memorial have t h e  funds t o  begin r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  house and open 
it t o  t h e  pub l i c  as  a  museum. 

(Continued) 
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The board s e t  high s tandards  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  r equ i r ing  documented 
evidence of t h e  way th ings  were before  any r e s t o r a t i o n  work began. A l l  
manuscipts, l e t t e r s ,  contemporary a r t i c l e s ,  documents, a l l  t h e  s t e reop t i con  
views i n  t h e  Library o f  Congress, a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  re ferences  t o  t h e  house, 
a  room o r  an ob jec t  i n  t h e  house were c a r e f u l l y  checked. Interviews with 
contemporaries o f  t h e  Clemenses were arranged and recorded. Pa ins taking  
removal of pa in t ,  l a y e r  by l aye r ,  revealed the  o r i g i n a l  wall  co lo r s  and 
designs,  sometimes beneath s i x  o r  seven l a y e r s  o f  p a i n t .  The uncovered 
a reas  were sea l ed  and t h e  wa l l s  then were covered with a  f i n e  canvas on which 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  decora t ion  was reproduced. Careful  removal and checking o f  wood 
moldings and t r i m  revealed o r i g i n a l  f in i shed ,  wallpapers  and even t h e  placement 
and type  o f  hardware used. Floors were scraped t o  l o c a t e  o r i g i n a l  tackholes ,  
which by t h e i r  placement i n d i c a t e  t h e  type  and width o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  carpe t ing .  
Much o f  t h e  hand s t e n c i l l i n g  and p a i n t i n g  during t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  was done by 
two b ro the r s ,  Bernard and Leopold Sans l o c a l  craftsmen t r a i n e d  i n  Germany. 

The c a r r i a g e  house t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  mansion has been somewhat a l t e r e d  and 
p resen t ly  houses t h e  J u n i o r  League o f f i c e s  and two rented  apartments.  The 
Memorial p lans  eventua l ly  t o  r e s t o r e  t h i s  bu i ld ing  and use  it a s  an o r i e n t a t i o n  
center ,  r e s t o r a t i o n  l abora to ry  and a g a l l e r y  f o r  t h e  photographs, documents, 
Clemens memorabilia and Ti f fany  and deForest works t h a t  t h e  Memorial has 
co l l ec t ed ,  some o f  which they d i sp lay  i n  t h e  basement o f  t h e  main house. 

Boundary Descript ion 

The Mark Twain Memorial proper ty  conta ins  t h e  b r i c k  mansion and c a r r i a g e  house. 
The Clemens' greenhouse was t o r n  down years  ago. These a r e  one o f  a  group o f  
t h r e e  houses and one o f  two c a r r i a g e s  houses remaining o f  t h e  Nook Farm 
neighborhood. The o t h e r  two ex tan t  houses a r e  t h e  home o f  H a r r i e t  Beecher 
Stowe a t  77 Forest  S t r e e t  and a  l a r g e  Vic tor ian  mansion a t  t h e  southwester ly 
corner  o f  Farmington Avenue and Fores t  S t r e e t  now housing t h e  Nook Farm 
Research Library. Both t h e  Library and t h e  Stowe House a r e  t h e  proper ty  o f  
t h e  Stowe-Day Memorial Library and H i s t o r i c a l  Foundation. A c a r r i a g e  house 
a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  Stowe House has become t h e  Nook Farm V i s i t o r ' s  Center,  
se rv ing  both t h e  Mark Twain House and t h e  Stowe House. P resen t ly  no boundary 
d iv i s ions  a r e  e a s i l y  p e r c e p t i b l e  between t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  Mark Twain 
Memorial and t h e  Stowe-Day Foundation. South of  t hese  p r o p e r t i e s ,  covering 
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a rea  t h a t  used t o  be t h e  Nook Farm community i s  a  l a r g e  
complex o f  modern school bu i ld ings ,  t h e  new Har t ford  Publ ic  High School. 

(Cont inued) 
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The na t iona l  h i s t o r i c  landmark i s  t h e  Mark Twain Memorial which inc ludes  
t h e  th ree - s to ry  mansion, t h e  two-story c a r r i a g e  house and t h e  well-screened 
parking l o t  t o  t h e  west o f  t h e  house, on one and one-half acres .  Beginning 
a t  t h e  northwestern corner ,  t h e  proper ty  i s  bounded on t h e  no r th  by t h e  
southern curb o f  Farmington Avenue f o r  250 f e e t ,  on t h e  e a s t  by t h e  land 
and bui ld ings  o f  t h e  Stowe-Day Memorial Library and H i s t o r i c a l  Foundation, 
along a l i n e  due south 227.85 f e e t ,  on t h e  south  by t h e  Har t ford  Publ ic  High 
School f o r  183 f e e t ,  then 116 1/2 f e e t  i n  a  nor thwester ly  curve, then 82.40 f e e t  
on t h e  west t o  t h e  poin t  o f  beginning on Farmington Avenue. 
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many as  t h r e e  c o l l i e s  roamed t h e  house. Guests were f requent ,  d inner  p a r t i e s  
cont inual  . Edwin Booth, Thomas Bailey Aldrich,  Thomas Nast , W i l l i a m  Dean 
Howells, S i r  Henry Morton Stanley,  Gen. W i l l i a m  T. Sherman, Gen. P h i l i p  H. 
Sheridan, Rudyard Kipling, Bret Harte  and anyone on t h e  way from Boston t o  
New York C i ty  and elsewhere v i s i t e d  and dined t h e r e .  The cos t  of t h i s  
expensive house ($70,000 f o r  t h e  house, with $21,000 worth o f  f u r n i t u r e ,  
on a $31,000 t r a c t  o f  land) p lus  t h e  Clemenses' flamboyant s t y l e  o f  l i v i n g  
and en te r t a in ing ,  soon n e a r l y  equaled h i s  income. 

The Har t ford  per iod  was no t  without disappointment and tragedy.  The Clemenses ' 
only son, Langdon, d ied  o f  d i p h t h e r i a  i n  1872 a t  age two. Mark Twain's 
heavy investment i n  var ious  invent ions ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  Paige t y p e s e t t e r ,  and 
t h e  mismanagement o f  h i s  own publ i sh ing  f i r m  placed severe  s t r a i n s  on t h e  budget. 
In  1891 he was forced  t o  c l o s e  t h e  Har t ford  house and embark on a l e c t u r e  
t o u r  t o  pay h i s  debts .  Clemens' i n a b i l i t y  t o  cope wi th  f inances  coupled with 
t h e  panic o f  1893 wiped ou t  h i s  investments and t h e  l e c t u r e s  had t o  be extended 
on a world-tour  b a s i s .  

By 1896 t h e  b i l l s  were pa id  and Susy and Jean  prepared t o  jo in  t h e i r  pa ren t s  
and C la ra  i n  England. I n  t h e  f a l l  t hey  planned t o  r e t u r n  t o  Hartford.  On 
t h e  day t h a t  Susy and Jean  were t o  s a i l  f o r  England, Susy became ill, and 
wi th in  a few days she  d ied  o f  s p i n a l  meningit is .  Of h e r  death Clemens wrote,  
!!She d ied  a t  - home. She had t h a t  pr iv i lege , ' '  Mrs. Clemens would no t  r e e n t e r  
t h e  house and t h e  family never  re turned  t o  Har t ford  t o  l i v e .  I n  1903 they s o l d  
t h e  house and auctioned o f f  t h e  fu rn i sh ings .  Subsequently they  l i v e d  i n  
Elmira, Riverdale and New York, N .Y . ,  and Florence, I t a l y .  I n  1908 Clemens 
b u i l t  h i s  house, Stormfield,  i n  Reading, Connecticut,  where he d ied  two 
years  l a t e r .  

September 1974 marked t h e  100th anniversary o f  t h e  Har t ford  house, which has 
been r e s t o r e d  most au then t i ca l ly .  The house, i t s  decora t ions  and i t s  h i s t o r y  
represent  a t r u l y  unique blend of  owner, a r c h i t e c t  and i n t e r i o r  decora tor .  
A s  Samuel Clemens wrote i n  a l e t t e r ,  "To us ,  our  house was not  unsent ien t  
m a t t e r - - i t  had a h e a r t ,  and a sou l . .  . . I t  was o f  us,  and we were i n  i t s  
confidence, and l i v e d  i n  i t s  grace and i n  t h e  peace o f  i t s  benedict ion.  We 
never  came home from an absence t h a t  i t s  f ace  d i d  not  l i g h t  up and speak out  
i t s  eloquent welcome--and we could not  e n t e r  it unmoved." 

(Continued) 
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This i s  t h e  House t h a t  Mark b u i l t .  

These a r e  t h e  b r i c k s  o f  var ious  hue 
And shape and p o s i t i o n ,  s t r a i g h t  and askew, 
With t h e  nooks and angles  and gables  too ,  
Which make up t h e  house presented  t o  view, 
The cur ious  house t h a t  Mark b u i l t .  

This i s  t h e  sunny and snug r e t r e a t ,  
A t  once both c i t y  and country s e a t ,  
Where he g r inds  out  many a comical g r i s t ,  
The author ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  humorist, 
The auct ioneer  and d ramat i s t ,  
Who l i v e s  i n  t h e  house t h a t  Mark b u i l t . . .  

Samuel L. Clemens h i s  maiden name; 
A s  a humorist not  unknown t o  fame, 
As author  o r  a r c h i t e c t  a l l  t h e  same, 
A t  auc t ion  o r  drama always game, 
An extravagant  wag whom none can tame: 
He l i v e s  i n  t h e  house t h a t  Mark b u i l t .  

Here i s  t h e  Innocent Abroad, 
The pa t ron  too  o f  t h e  l i gh tn ing  rod; 
And he re  d i s p o r t s  t h e  Jumping Frog, 
Roughing it on h i s  n a t i v e  log; 
Tom Sawyer, with h i s  g race le s s  t r i c k s ,  
Amuses t h e  horse-car  l u n a t i c s ;  
And he re  i s  t h e  grim h i s t o r i c  sage,  
Who hur led  i n  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  Gilded Age, 
In  t h i s  curious house t h a t  Mark b u i l t .  

And below is  t h e  a l i a s  autograph 
Over which he  has given you many a laugh, 
This author ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  humorist ,  
This auc t ioneer  and dramat is t ,  
Who s t i l l  keeps gr inding  h i s  comical g r i s t  
In  h i s  cozy, sunny and snug r e t r e a t ,  
A t  once both c i t y  and country s e a t ,  
Made up o f  b r i c k s  o f  var ious  hue 
And shape and pos i t i on ,  s t r a i g h t  and askew, 
With i t s  nooks and angles  and gables  too ,  
The curious house t h a t  Mark b u i l t .  

Mark Twain 
Travelers  Record 
January 1877 
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